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IDENTIFY RESOURCE
CONCERNS
Let us help you improve your land so it
serves you and wildlife!

Do you have these concerns?
Manage Erosion
- Cropland Structures (Terraces,
WASCBs)
- Windbreaks
- Filter Strips/Grassed Waterways
- Manage High Use Areas
- Reduce Tillage

Manage Nutrient and Sediment Inputs to
Streams
- Grazing (cross fencing, grazing
management plans)
- Vegetation Cover
- Animal Waste

Need Wildlife Water?
- Water guzzlers for wildlife/ Spring
Developments

Manage Feral Swine
- Contact SWCD Office or Sherman
County Trapper

No piece of property is perfect but bringing it close to
perfection is beneficial to wildlife and your investment.
Water is vitally important to every aspect of our lives.
Monitoring the quality of surface water will help protect
our waterways from pollution. We can use this information to understand exactly how we impact our water
supply and to help us understand the important role we
all play in water conservation. Sherman County SWCD
and Watershed Council are here to help. We offer cost
share to as much as 75%! If you have any concerns
shown in the figure to the left, below are the ways we
can fix these issues:

Implement Irrigation Practices that result in decreased water use, and increased in stream flow, increased groundwater level, or improved water quality
- Install drip or sprinkler systems
- Install automated soil moisture sensors
- Recover or eliminate tail water

Manage Nutrient and Sediment Inputs
- Managed grazing
- Plantings

Manage Vegetation
- Plant or seed native
riparian species
- Propagate native
riparian plants
- Control weeds
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CLAIM YOUR WILDLIFE
ESCAPE RAMPS

SWCD
UPDATES
OWEB Small Grants
The OWEB Small Grant Program
is an easy to engage in grant program that awards funds up to
$5,000 with a 75% cost share and
up to $10,000 with a 50% cost
share. Call us with new project
ideas for the 20112011-2013 biennium.
Education Incentive Grants – A
proposal was received from
Sherman County Elementary
School 6th Grade. Along with
other sixth graders from Condon,
Arlington and Echo schools, will
be attending Outdoor School.
During the fourfour-day period, students will participate in environmental field studies to observe
native objects in their proper environment and to gain important
information. Students attend fifteen different classes which include some of the following subjects: geology, GPS, fire suppression, soils, steelhead biology,
survival, aquatic invertebrates,
ground water, and rotten log
study.
Funding is still available, anyone
is welcome to apply. Please call
our office for more information @
541541-565565-3216 X3
Results for Sherman County Upland Conservation Grant:
9 properties including; wildlife
watering facilities, spring development, 5152 feet of cross fence,
Cropland terraces, WASCBs, and
grassed waterways. Although we
were recommended for fund, the
money was appropriated to other
projects that ranked out at a
higher priority by OWEB.
We are continuing funding for
conservation structures through
resubmitting for the April 2012
grant cycle. OWEB would like to
see the grant split in two different
focuses; rangeland and cropland.
This separation will be made and
resubmitted to OWEB.
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Please help reduce animal mortality.
Sherman County Area Watershed Council and SWCD has partnered with ODFW to distribute wildlife
escape ramps to landowners. The escape ramps are no cost to you but we have a limited number in
stock. If you have a water trough on your property and would like one of these ramps please call Emily
Lyle @ Sherman County SWCD 541-565-3216 x 109

New program pays Columbia Basin landowners for allowing public hunting
access Mike Moore, Assistant District Wildlife Biologist, ODFW
Columbia Basin landowners with good upland bird habitat on their properties can earn some additional income by
providing public hunting access, thanks to ODFW’s new Oregon Open Fields program.
Funded by a $786,795 grant from the 2008 Farm Bill’s new Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program,
the program seeks to open 95,000 acres of private land in the Columbia Basin to hunting access. Projects being considered for the Open Fields funding include upland bird hunting access in Morrow, Gilliam, Umatilla, Sherman, and
Wasco counties and goose hunting access in the Willamette Valley. Oregon was one of 17 states to receive the new
funding.
Landowners that participate will receive payment based on criteria like the size of the access area and type of access
permitted (advance reservation required or walk-in hunting access). Payment will range from 78 cents to $3 per acre.
Payments for hunting access for similar programs average about $2 an acre. ODFW staff helps landowners that participate in the program by posting signs, installing permit boxes, patrolling properties, coordinating hunter reservations,
and managing all other aspects of the hunting access program. The state’s Recreational Use Statute also provides
liability protection for participating landowners. The Oregon Open Fields program is administered through the ODFW
Access and Habitat Program. For more information about participating in the Oregon Open Fields program, contact
ODFW at 503-947-6317 or visit the Open Fields website at http://www.oregonopenfields.com/.

KEYS TO CONTROLING YOUR SKELETON WEED PROBLEMS
Why not try Biological
Control Agents this Spring?
Sherman County SWCD and NRCS have future plans
to control Skeleton weed in our area. Why wait until
then? Lets get started with introducing Gal mites, Gal
Midges, and Rust Fungus to the weeds this Spring.

ORDERING AGENTS
The biological control agents come in a bouquet for
$75.00. These bouquets come with:
About 500,000 = Gall mite per bundle
1,000,000 = Rust per bundle
About 1,000 = Gall midge per bundle
Availability: July—September

The bouquet can either be placed a whole or
separate the individual sticks and spread them
throughout your property.
Interested landowners can contact the SWCD
@ 541-565-3216
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Buck Hollow 2007

Buck Hollow TODAY

LOOKING BACK
CHANGING PERSPECTIVES ON CONSERVATION
The Buck Hollow watershed project was proposed by Sherman County Soil & Water Conservation District in
1985 and planning began with 11 members of an assessment team. Team members included biologists, an
economist, an agronomist, a hydrologist, soil scientist, geologist, and an engineer along with members of
the Soil Conservation Service and landowners involved in the Sherman County Soil & Water Conservation
District. Efforts to further the restoration project continued when neighboring Wasco County decided to
participate in 1991 and funding was granted by then (GWEB) Governors Watershed Enhancement Board
now (OWEB) Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board. The multi-phase project was initiated in 1991 and the
8th phase of the OWEB project was completed in 2006.
WHAT WAS IMPLEMENTED TO GAIN SUCCESS

The Soil and Water Conservation Office and Watershed Council would like to thank the community
Projects consisted primarily of erosion control practices on
and producers for being such great stewards of the
agricultural and rangelands. Other projects included off
land. Continuing conservation practices and reducstream watering for wildlife and livestock, and enhanceing runoff/erosion will maintain the positive imments to rangeland health. These projects aimed at restorprovements we have seen over the years!
ing the watershed function to reduce peak runoff events,
and provide a more stable delivery of clean water to Buck
Hollow Creek. The phrase “capture, store and safely release” became the motto of this watershed, and with a ridge
top to ridge top approach, represented the philosophy of how this watershed was treated. Though the primary
focus of the project was on restoring watershed function, education soon became a valuable asset as well. Local
school science programs began to participate in watershed monitoring and even actively participating in restoration activities such as riparian tree planting. Exposing young people to the awareness of watersheds and how
their daily activities affect watershed health and function is a valuable investment in the future of our natural resources. The resource conservation work that takes place in our watersheds continues on a daily basis. Active
restoration and management practices are out there all the time. Land managers invest considerable time and
money to ensure their land is capable of providing a living while sustaining the health and function of the environment. Though we work everyday to ensure the protection of our watersheds, the results of our efforts can usually only be seen by the general public during events such as the one photographed on January 3,
2007 at the confluence of Buck Hollow and the Deschutes River.

2012 DCP Sign-Up
There will be no advance payments for 2012. Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program
(DCP) will begin January 23rd and will continue through
June 1, 2012. Producers can make use of the eDCP
automated website to sign up, or they can visit the FSA
office to complete their 2012 DCP contract.

CRP SIGN-UP DEADLINE
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will hold a Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general sign-up from March 12 through April 6, 2012. CRP is a
voluntary program that helps agricultural producers use environmentally sensitive land for conservation benefits. Producers enrolled in CRP plant longterm, resource conserving covers to control soil erosion, improve water and
air quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides participants
with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between
10 to 15 years.
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Sherman County Annual
Meeting—Special Thanks!
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Jerry Tanquist shed the light on the struggles and adaptations of our historic railroads over the century—from steam to diesel, and from wrecks to safety. Community
members were able to connect with Tanquist’s photos and locations of historical
places he presented. Special thank you
goes out to you Jerry for taking the time to
present such wonderful information to our
community.
Sherman County SWCD, NRCS and Watershed Council would also like to thank
the 28 community members who attended,
as well as, the Grass Valley Market who
catered lunch. It was a great turnout and
we hope to see you again next year!

Thank you Jerry Tanquist for the wonderful
Presentation!

Attention Sherman County Community
members and Producers
With so many meetings and announcements going on keeping up
has to be difficult! The Watershed Council wants to make it easy
for you!
Join our group e-mail list for SWCD, NRCS and Watershed
Council updates. We will notify you of upcoming meetings, deadlines, new programs, and updates. If you
are interested in joining the e-mail list please contact us by e-mail or phone:

Sherman County Businesses!
Interested in showcasing your business cards I
our newsletter? The
cost is $20 per issue
or $75 for the year!
Please contact our
office @ 541-565-3216
if you would like to be
included.

emily.lyle@or.nacdnet.net or 541-565-3216 x 109

SHERMAN COUNTY WEATHER STATION FOR FEBRUARY 2012
Record of Evaporation and Climatological Observations
Precipitation for February 2012 is .45” which
is .66” below normal

The average air temperature for the month was
36.2 degrees

2011/2012 crop year is total is 4.98” which is 2.43”
below normal

February long term average air temperature is
35.5 degrees

The highest air temperature was 61 degrees on the
22rd

4” soil temperature ranged from 46 degrees to
36 degrees

The lowest air temperature was 17 degrees on the
28th

The average wind speed was 3.9 MPH is .2
above normal

Long time air temperature averages indicate we
can expect 57 degrees and 10 degrees

Wind recorded 1 foot above evaporation tank

FOCUS ON EDUCATION
Sherman County 3rd –6th grade Green House Request
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Shannon Hansen’s Third Grade Class presented their request for a new green house to the Sherman County
SWCD board on March 5th, 2012.
WHAT WILL BE DONE?
Build two raised garden beds
Build a 2 phase compost site
Add a year around green house to complement the schools existing potting
shed.
BENEFITS:
The benefits are huge for the environment, learning states curriculum energy savings, nutritional
knowledge and consumption and bringing our
community together. The student will use the
“three sisters Plan” (Corn—beans—Squash) to
begin their project. The vegetables grown in this
year around garden will be used as:
Fresh produce for the school lunch program
learning opportunities for classroom studies
Outreach letters will be written and publicized
by students for the community to read about
their gardens progress
community harvest parties with the children's
families and community members.

EXPLAINATION
OF THREE SISTERS PLAN
According to Iroquois legend,
corn, beans, and squash are
three inseparable
sisters who only
grow and thrive together.
This tradition of interplanting
corn, beans and squash in the same
mounds, widespread among Native
American farming societies, is a
sophisticated, sustainable system
that provided long-term soil fertility
and a healthy diet to generations.
Growing a Three Sisters garden is a
wonderful way to feel more connected to the history of this land,
regardless of our ancestry.

WHO WILL DO THE WORK?
The students in the third grade
and sixth grade will be responsible for the garden during the
school months. During the
summer time the community
members have volunteered
their time to care for the garden.

NRCS UPDATES:
EQIP-(Environmental
Quality Incentives
Program)
NRCS is looking at a possible funding pool
for making terraces more energy efficient
by making them more "farm over"
NRCS is also interested to know how
many landowners/producers have land
within 2 miles of the rivers that would be
interested in weed control. Main focus
would be on weeds listed on the A and B
list (i.e. Skeleton weed, Yellow Star
Thistle)
If anyone is interested in either of these
funding opportunities, please contact
Kristie at the NRCS office either by email
kristie.coelsch@or.usda.gov or phone
(541) 565-3551 ext. 102

Local Workgroup
Meeting

NRCS
UPDATES

Agency: USDA - Natural Resources
Conservation Service
Date: March 13, 2012
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: USDA Service Center (Old
Moro Grade School) 302 Scott Street
Moro, OR 97039
Contact: For More Information, contact:
Kristie Coelsch, 541-565-3551 ext. 102
Purpose: NRCS is holding a local work
group meeting to gather input from farmers, ranchers, state and federal agencies,
agriculture and conservation organizations
regarding natural resource conservation
priorities and opportunities to invest
collaboratively in Sherman County.
The USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer.

THANK YOU!

THE SHERMAN COUNTY MISSION STATEMENT
The Sherman County Soil and Water Conservation District
strives to promote and protect the natural resources of not
only Sherman County, but also all the areas included in
our watershed drainages's. This board of directors believes that cooperation between State of Oregon and Federal agencies, public interest groups, and land owners /
operators is of the utmost importance in achieving the
goals of the district. We will continue to work for not only
better soil and water conservation practices, but also for a
better understanding between all parties concerned with
the protection of our natural resources.
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Tracy Fields, Chair
Bill Martin, Vice Chair
Brad Eakin, Secretary
Kyle Blagg, Treasurer
Gary Irzyk, Member
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SWCD Staff
Brian Stradley, District Manager
Krista Coelsch, Assistant Manager
Emily Lyle, Watershed Council Coordinator
Jake Calvert, CREP Technician

NRCS Staff
Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist
Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource

Conservationist

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
1. The next meeting will be April 10th
8:30 @ Old Moro Grade School
2. New Large grant application deadline is set for April 16th 2012!

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

Rolling Thunder Review
Sherman County SWCD
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Moro, OR 97039
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