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Rolling Thunder Review

Sherman County Area Watersheds Council


The Watershed next regular business meeting will be held May 10th 2016, 8am at the SWCD Office in Moro.



There is still plenty of funding available for Small Grants in the 2015-2017 biennium. We currently have $17,063.00 on the Lower John Day Side and $22,803.00 left on the Lower Deschutes side for this biennium. Once this money runs out please come see us at
the District and we can provide some assistance through our County Cost Share Program. We are here to help you with your conservation needs. Get signed up for some financial assistance today! Please contact Kayla von Borstel at 541-565-3216 x 109 for
more information.



Small Grant submissions are monthly at the SWCD board meetings which are generally held the second Tuesday of every
month

*

We’re on the Web! Don’t forget to check us out @ www.ShermanCountyWC.com & www.ShermanCountySWCD.com

*

We’re also on FACEBOOK! Come check us out!
www.facebook.com/shermancountyareawatershedcouncil & www.facebook.com/shermancounty

Sherman County Soil & Water Conservation District
Please help us welcoming our new Conservation Technician Scott Susi!
“I was born and raised in Oregon. I have a lovely wife of 10 years and two beautiful kids. I have enjoyed a career in radio broadcasting in the Columbia Gorge
over the last 15 years. I am excited to take on this challenging and rewarding
position with the Sherman SWCD. I have always loved conservation and hope to
continue the great work others have contributed to the district.”
For those of you who have not had the pleasure of meeting Scott yet, feel free to
drop by the office for a visit.
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SWCD Continued
Guzzler Repair—
Do you have any guzzlers on your property in need of some upkeep? Currently ODFW have materials to be used to replace/
repair damaged or broken guzzlers at no cost to you! Feel free to contact Scott Susi at the SWCD for more information at 541565-3216 ext. 110

Natural Resource Conservation Service
To the great people of Sherman County,
I’d like to let you know that I’ve accepted a position at the Natural Resources Conservation Service Portland State Office as a
Compliance Specialist. I am looking forward to starting a new phase of my career. This was a bittersweet decision having enjoyed working in Moro and throughout the county with you over that last 18 years. I will miss your stories, smiles and strong conservation ethic. I’m grateful for the knowledge you’ve shared with me on projects such as the Buck Hollow 2000 Watershed Project, Pine Hollow watershed improvements, “Conservation to Clothespins” museum exhibit, conservation buffers, CRP plantings
and the alphabet soup of USDA conservation programs. Thank you for making me feel a part of your warm community. As Henry
Ellis put it, “All the art of living lies in a fine mingling of letting go and holding on.” Looking forward to our paths crossing in the
future.
Respectfully,
Mary Beth Smith

Farm Service Agency
June 1, 2016– Last date to notify FSA County Office of any Changes in Your Farming Operation to be effective for 2016
If you have changed your farming operation in any way, including any changes to an existing entity, or forming a new entity, or if
you have bought or sold land, or if you have added or dropped rented land from your operation, make sure you report the changes to the Sherman County FSA Office no later than June 1, 2016. For land purchases, or other ownership changes you need to
provide a copy of your deed or recorded land sale contract. Please call the Sherman County Office at 541.565.3551 ext 2 for an
appointment.
Changing Bank Accounts
If your bank account information has changed in any way; a closed account, routing or account number change, or if your bank
was purchased by another financial institution, please notify the local County Office.

Oregon Department of Agriculture
Threemile SIA Update (April 2016)
In January, ODA hosted an Open House in The Dalles. All 273 agricultural landowners in the watershed had received an invitation.
Eleven landowners attended. They received an overview of the process and were able to view their properties on GIS on my
laptop and talk about what ODA identified as issues. This was extremely instructive, as one ‘stream’ identified in our GIS hadn’t
flowed in decades, resulting in a change of ‘Low’ to ‘No’ for several landowners. This drainage had not been visible from our
drive-by on public roads. A drive to that area the day after the open house also resulted in an additional ‘significant’
when ODA staff observed the removal of an old orchard adjacent to Threemile Creek. The final tally was: 4
‘lows’, 4 ‘moderates’, and 3 ‘significants’.
ODA sent out letters to the 11 landowners identified as having potential concerns, suggesting that they
contact the Wasco County SWCD for assistance or call Ellen Hammond at ODA for more information. The
‘moderate’ and ‘significant’ landowners were notified that ODA would contact them after May 1 to evalu
ate the potential concerns that ODA had identified. Several have already called either Ellen or the SWCD
in response to their letters.
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Quote of the Quarter
"I do not believe there ever was any life more attractive to a vigorous young fellow than life on a cattle ranch in those
days. It was a fine, healthy life, too; it taught a man self-reliance, hardihood, and the value of instant decision...I enjoyed the life to the full."
- Theodore Roosevelt

Advertisements

BUSINESS OWNERS!!!!
Are you interested in showcasing your business cards in our newsletter? Advertisements are $20 per
issue or $75 for the year! Issues are dispersed quarterly. For those of you who previously advertised,
if you haven’t renewed don’t get left out!
Call our office today!
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~ Calendar Of Events ~

~ Board & Staff ~

1.

May 10th, 2016—Watershed Council business meeting,
8am @ the SWCD office

2.

May 17th, 2016—Budget Committee Meeting & Board meeting to be held @ the SWCD office, 8am—Date & time subject to change

Brad Eakin, Vice Chair

3.

May 30th, 2016—Memorial Day—Office Closed

Jesse Stutzman, Secretary

4.

June 14th, 2016—Board meeting to be held @ the SWCD
office, 830am—Date & time subject to change

Trevor Fields, Member

Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors
Gary Irzyk, Chair

Kyle Blagg, Treasurer

SWCD Staff

5.

July 4th, 2016—Fourth of July —Office Closed

Tawnya Williams, Office Manager

6.

July 15th, 2016—FSA—Final date to report 2016 spring
planted crops

Kayla von Borstel, Watershed Council Coordinator

7.

August 1st, 2016—Last day to sign/return ARCPLC for 2016

8.

September 5th, 2016—Labor Day—Office Closed

9.

September 13th, 2016—Watershed Council business meeting, 8am @ the SWCD office—Date & time subject to
change

Scott Susi, Conservation Technician
NRCS Staff
Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist
Gina Vanderbush, Soil Conservationist

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Ave, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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