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Sherman County Area Watershed Council

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! !

Sherman County SWCD & Watershed Council are hosting theirAnnual Meeting  to-
gether this year! Come join us for an evening of good company, food, and entertain-
ment!

What: Annual Meeting

Where: Wasco Annex (903 Barnett Street, Wasco OR 97065)
When: December 11th, 2014 @ 6pm

Caterer: Paradise Rose Chuck Wagon Catering

Speaker: TBA

Cost: $10.00 a plate, kids under 3 eat free

Please RSVP no later than December 3rd so we can plan accordinghSee you all there!

~ SWCD & Watershed Council Staff

Conservation Awareness Program:

Starting this year the Watershed Council partnering along with the SWCD and with assis-

tance from NRCS and FSA will be implementing a new education awareness program
throughout the county starting with the school system called the Conservation Awareness
Program or CAP for short. Every month the staff will present on a topic that deals with

the daily effects that conservation has on ¢
and conservation of soil/water and how those affect animal habitat. The program will

come to a close with a field trip down to Cottonwood Canyon State Park at the end of the

school year. The program started off in October by talking about the basic make up of sail

and tied it into the annual Poster Contest. Staff is very excited to participate in this edu-

cational journey and hopes for continued success. Stay tuned for updates.

County Cost Share:

Council funding for Small Grant projects has almost ran out for this current Biennium
which ends June 2015. The Sherman County SWCD has the County Cost Share Program
available to fund projects when this happens. This is for projects that cannot normally be
funded by OWEB (Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board) or for projects needing to be
implemented after the OWEB money runs out for the current biennium. This fund has an
application & completion process modeled after the OWEB small grant program. If you
are interested or if you are unsure that you can apply, or have any questions regarding
the fund please contact one of us at the district office, 541565-3216 x 3.
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Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS)

EQIP UPDATE: Fiscal year 2014 has been successful for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) in Sher-
man County. NRCS worked with 9 producers to continue the Conservation Implementation Strategy to control noxious
weeds along the river corridor. Target pests are Rush Skeletonweed, Scotch Thistle, Yellowstar Thistle and Knapweed. We
were able to treat 3910 acres for 3 years for a total amount of $129,670. Producers are tracking acres sprayed and reporting
to the conservation office so we can gage the progress and determine if more than five years is necessary for this project.
Since this project started in 2013, 5895 acres have been treated and inventoried on private lands.

FUTURE EQIP: NRCS plans to continue the noxious weed project in Fiscal Year 2015. Soil Erosion/Soil Health is also a

high priority of the Sherman County Local Workgroup. NRCS w
sidered to have adopted the practice. If you are interested in signing up for direct seed or noxious weed control, please co-

tact Kristie Coelsch.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) :All 2010 participants that signed up for renewal of con- ,\ﬂg
tract will be receiving phone calls to make an appointment for re -ranking to determine contract requirements. Ag
Conservation Security Program participants contracts expired 9/30/2014 and are now eligible to sign up for

the Conservation Stewardship Program as it is a continuous signup. No sign-up date has been announced

but producers can sign up and will be entered into the system for the next signup.

Please contact Kristie Coelsch if you have any questions on CSP, EQIP or CRP technical assistance at (541!
565-3551 ext. 102 or emailkristie.coelsch@or.usda.gov

Farm Services Agency (FSA)

Producers Invited to Attend Sherman County 201

The Sherman County Farm Service Agency and Extension Ser)
dates and ti mes.
1: 00 PM, Monday, November 17 2014
First Baptist Church, Mul ti purpose Room
122 Mill St , Hwy 97, Grass Vall ey, OR 970
RSVP to: Roseanna Breeding at 541.565.3551 ext 2

9: 00 AM Wednesday, November 19 20114
Steve Burnet Extension Building, Conferenc

66365 Lonerock Road, Moro OR 97039

RSVP to: Martha Blair at 541.565.3551 ext 2 or
The meetings are free and open to the public. Meeting at:t
grams including Agricultural Ri sk Coverage (ARC) and Pric
The meeting program wil |l include a demonstration of the o
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Progr ams. Learning more about
makentei checi si on about base and yield updates as well as |/
sentatives wild/l be in attendance to answer any quest.|

more information about the meeting, pl ease contact RO
Program Technician, at 541.565.3551 ext 2. Persons wi
ipate in this meeting/event/function should contact Roseanna Breeding at 541.565.3551 ext 2 or Federal Relay Service
* at-8a®7-d339 by November 14 2014.
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Quote of the Quarter

For the hay and the corn and the wheat that is reaped,
For the labor well done, and the barns that are heaped,
For the sun and the dew and the sweet honeycomb,
For the rose and the song and the harvest brought home--
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!

For the trade and the skill and the wealth in our land,
For the cunning and strength of the workingman's hand,
For the good that our artists and poets have taught,
For the friendship that hope and affection have brought --
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!

For the homes that with purest affection are blest,
For the season of plenty and welldeserved rest,
For our country extending from sea unto sea;
The land that is known as the Land of the Free--
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!

~Author Unknown
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Oregon Department of Agriculture %
In our summer newsletter, we introduced you to the Strategic Implementation approach that the Oregon Q

Department of Agriculture (ODA) is using to help achieve its goal of preventing and controlling water pollution.
ODA chose two pilot locations, one next door in Mill Creek by The Dalles. Here is an update:

1. Compliance Evaluation: ODA recently completed an evaluation of agricultural activities and potential concerns relat-
ed to surface and ground water. The evaluation considered the condition of streamside vegetation, bare ground, and
potential livestock impacts (including manure piles). The process involved both a remote evaluation
and field verification from publicly accessible areas. Concern levels for each property were identified;
the concern levels are (Note, in order to be categorized as significant or serious, the property had to be
observed during the field verification):

1 Nod No water quality concerns related to agricultural activities were observed

1 Lowd Minimal potential for agricultural activities to impact sur-
face or ground water or vegetation along streams is not adequate, s
but unable to determine if agricultural activities are impacting
vegetation.

1 Moderated Likely potential for agricultural activities to impact
surface or ground water or agricultural activities may be pre-
venting adequate vegetation along streams.

1 Significantd Field verified likely potential for agricultural activi-
ties to impact surface or ground water or agricultural activities
may be preventing adequate vegetation along streams.

1 Seriousd Pollution of surface or ground water or removal of vegetation along streams observed during the field ver-
ification.

Out of 315 properties, ODA designated 291 no concern, 14 low concern, 6 moderate concern, 3 significantoncern, and
1 serious concern.

2. Outreach: All affected landowners were sent letters explaining the process and inviting them to an open house on
May 9, 2014. Landowners associated with the serious and two of the significant concerns attended the open house and
have proactively worked with the Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to address concerns. In
addition, landowners in the moderate and significant categories were sent letters in June explaining the process and
any problems identified; they were also directed to the Wasco County SWCD for assistance.

3. Compliance visits: In September, ODA completed a site visit with the significant concern property that was not
working with the Wasco County SWCD. No concerns were observed at the site visit. Moving forward, ODA plans to
follow -up with the remaining Moderate landowners in December to visit the properties and assess concerns.

Strategic Implementation in Mill Creek marks the beginning of a new era for agricultural producers in Oregon. The rest
of the state will eventually be evaluated in a similar way. What can you do? Take a walk along your stream and look for
noxious weeds, eroding banks, livestock trails, manure, and grazeddown vegetation. Evaluate your croplands and
rangelands for erosion. Ask yourself or a technical expert if your property could be in better shape.

Stay tuned for more updates.

Lower Deschutes LAC Meeting Update:

6 Local Advisory Committee Meeting and Biennial Review
December 2nd, 2014; 9:30am-12:00pm
((‘ The Dalles USDA Service Center
% 2325 River Road, The Dalles OR, 97058
y
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((Q 1 The SWCD & NRCS are looking for a volunteer (s) to offer up their shop this winter for our annual
Neighborhood Meetings ( f or mer | y known as MPleéase eonsidér belpingsyouslecals i o n s ¢
O conservation office so we can help you! Please contact Ashley Aguilar @ 54565-3216 ext. 101 or Kris-
tie Coelsch @ 541565-3216 ext. 102.

1 As the weather gets colder in the upcoming months keep in mind that snow tire season runs November
1st- March 31st. It is a fine of $190 to have them on anytime outside of these dates. Drive safe and
buckle up!

SHERMAN COUNTY BUSI NESSES! !

nterested in showcasing your business ca
! | ssues are dispersed quarterly. For

eft out! P 5666226 6¢c enxtt a dt0O 9ourf fofui ave sat

DELCO | Grant prico Badeof reron Mobley Fencing, uic

CCB #165680
541.980.8844 Member FDIC Livestock Fencing « Chain Link
T Justin Miller

: ) Vinyl Fencing « Steel Fencing
Agricultural & Commercial Loan Officer . e
Retaining Walls

CCB #186164
DEQ_SEPTIC LICENSE #38758

Moro Branch * 541-565-3712
For ALL Your Condon Branch = 541-384-3501 Ron Mobley, owner

Excavation Needs S P.0.Box 362 541.333.2224, WI LD LAN D

Kent, OR 97033  rmobley@gorge.net  Cell 541.980.2716,

TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS g?
FOR TOBAY'S AGRICULTURE EGRANGE R sinmakerCanzden
WWW.ATISOLUTIONSLLC.COM s scom
SALES@ATISOLUTIONSLLC.COM ConStrUCtlon' LLC. Wildlife Guzzler for CRP MORGAN L. ALLEN
Phone: 541-298-6277 ORLIC# 61930 - Durable Polyethylene - 541980 8041
Fax:  541-298-5244 WA LIC# DEGRACL96 1 R3 - UV Resistant > wildlandwelding@gmail.com

Athorzed Deater for i Aq Leade Ken DeGrange Mike DeGrange - Non Toxic & Recyclable

2 Tri RAVEN | Ag Leaaer cell: {541) 993-0442 cell: (541) 993-1963

&:Trimble. Leves] e Hermiston Location Fagtory location

Colfax Office Walla Walla Office The Dalles Office " 541-561-4097
office. (541)442:5712 = fax: (541)442-8588 . 360-739-6361
425 Walla Walla Hwy 304 N. 9th Ave 3002 E. 2nd Street
Colfax, WA 99111 Walla Walla, WA 99362 The Dalles, OR 97058 PO.BOX222 » Wasco, OR 97065 = dd@saw.net Tyler.Hansell@gmail.com

Sherman Coun &%IRE
r"/”‘":"’-"‘ MID COLUMBIA PRODUCERS, INC. d racTory. Il

Morrow (oun'y Grain Growerswc 820 HWY 206 ® PO. Box 223 ¢ WASCO, OR 97065
s ) )
. Savid Aoangy 820 Highway 206 &
WASCO FARM STORE e

T: 541/442.8575

F: 541/442.8576
HOURS (541) 442-5701
Wasco: 1-800-824-7185 M-F 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM (800) 442-5703

Lexington: 1-800-452-7396 SAT 8:00 AM - 1:30 PM fax (541) 442-5732 )
www.mcgg.net Fax: 541-442-5780
) o }
= ~—
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~CALENDAR OF EVENTS~ ~BOARD & STAFF~

1. OctoberoBal |l aowédn! !

2 November3Vét ep 3108 f0acye Sher man COUﬁt)/ SWCD Qoard of
Cl osed Tracy Fields, Chair

3.November dBB8ar@d0Mmdeti ng to be Bill Martin, Member
hel d i n t he SWCD of fice @ 8Keyqq:‘|mB|agg’ Treasurer

4. November 020 anR 65§aafvfiincge Brad Eakin Secretary
Closed. ’ ) ;

5.December-L2o,wex01¥eschut@Ehe AC Me€@&fihg!rzyk, Vice Chair
Dall es USDA Ser viilc2e: 0epnmt er SWCD: Tb amf

6. DecemberdBo,ard0Imeeting to be hq<lad),|ian viohe BSWGR el ., wWatersh
of fice ®s&b3®am to change

7.Decemberd$WCD2&@&1Watershed CounPiewaMagaenger, Conservati

Me e tdiérpgn @ Wasco Annex Ashl ey Aguilar, Financi al
.DecemberoecHdri 20&h@cf Eve Cl osed

8
9. Decemberdechri 80m#sce ClosedRCS Staff
1
1

0OJanuar ¥ Ne,w 2¥0e1a5ds0fDayle! Closed kristie Coel sch Distrioct
lJanuarydoB8ar @0méeting to be held in the SWCD ’

of fice @s&bj®camto change Mary Beth Smith, Basin Res
Webre on the Web! Donét forget to check us out

www. sher mancountyswcd. com and www. sher mancounty

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibitelrdi :martiiminmdt ioon giim, alalgei,t slipraddgd amsy , armd da avthiev

parental status, religion, sexual orientation, agiemcitvicdu alf g marndome ipolddriicvadd bferfammfany rpepbliisala
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who requi rgeprailnter naudivoet anpeea,n se tfco.r) csohmomulnd &@&nitoafcvo fiUcSeD Aadgy
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write t oWdsdAgt obni,r-6Dd1@.r p2rORE580R € @ ( 8 © 0 L & 863l Bo2R i (JTROODR) ). 7 2 8 O
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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