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IIn the Fall of 2010 the Sherman County Area Watersheds 

Council received grant money from OWEB to implement 

a Conservation Awareness Program.  The Council felt 

there was a need for children of Sherman County to learn 

more about the environment around them. 

SStudents from grades 5th through 10th participated in this 

month long program.  Each Wednesday they would get a 

lesson on watersheds and conservation. 

TThe first week students learned about watersheds.  They 

learned how watersheds were delineated at a national, 

state and local scale.  From there they learned the differ-

ent watersheds and watershed scales within the Sherman County Area Watersheds.  They also learned about 

Watershed Councils. 

WWeek two the students were able to get out of the classroom and examine the watershed that their school was 

in.  Both Sherman Elementary and Sherman Jr/Sr High Schools are in the Grass Valley Canyon Watershed.  

While walking around the school they identified native and non-native plants, conducted water quality moni-

toring and talked about how the watershed was functioning.   

DDuring the third week students were taught the many differ-

ent conservation practices used throughout Sherman County 

Area Watersheds.  They talked about why these conserva-

tion practices were important to the watersheds and their 

function. 

TThe Conservation Awareness Program ended with a trip to 

the new Cottonwood Canyon State Park on the John Day 

River.  While at the park stu-

dents went around to five differ-

ent stations which included inva-

sive species/noxious weeds, life 

cycles of steelhead, salmon, and 

trout, macro-invertebrates, wild-

life identification and habitat, 

and conservation practices.  To wrap up the stations, each presenter talked to the 

students about how they got involved with their respective careers.   
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for May or June.  The board asked that it be planned for an eve-
ning.  No new information has been received from the Lower John 
Day Conservation Work Group.  There was nothing new to report 
for the Lower Deschutes River side. 

CREP Updates—Jessa is working with 4 new contracts that will 
hopefully be ready to go by May 1st.  She just wrapped up a plant-
ing project in a Deschutes River tributary. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion of Staffing—The board discussed the option of filling 

the position formerly called District Technician 1.  This position 

would need a new job description and funding.  A motion was 

made by Kyle and seconded by Brad to ask Brian and Krista to 

develop a job description and designate funding for this position.  

Motion carried unanimously.  Other staffing changes that were 

proposed were the shift of Krista into the position of Financial 

Officer/Assistant Manager and Brian into the position of District 

Manager/Technician.  A motion was made by Tracy and seconded 

by Brad to begin this transition of duties with budget and job de-

scriptions to be developed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

NRCS REPORT 

A Local Work Group meeting was held prior to the board meeting.  

Volunteer hours were turned in by the directors and associate di-

rector. 

AGENCY REPORTS 

OSU Extension—Sandy discussed the results and recommenda-

tions that came out of the test plats done in cooperation with Dick 

Smiley.  Twenty-six growers attended the session. 

OWEB—Sue Greer said that OWEB staff is currently working to 

make the process for grantees as smooth as possible with the new 

funding that has been made available since the passage of Measure 

76.  She requested that she be given a tour of projects sometime 

this spring.  Information about the Council Support grants should 

be out by April 25th. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

ODFW Weed Program—The board discussed the information that 

Brian had sent to them regarding the treatment of scotch thistle, 

skeleton weed and white top from Macks Canyon to the mouth of 

the Deschutes.  ODFW requested a donation of $5,000 for this 

project to allow one more week of work by the contracted applica-

tor.  They will be treating the Sherman County side of the river.  A 

motion was made by Tracy and seconded by Kyle to approve a 

contribution of $5000 to the project with the condition that 

ODFW keep the Sherman County SWCD up to date on progress.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on May 10, 2011 at 7:30 am. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 am. 

Sherman SWCD Board Highlights 
April 12, 2011 

WATERSHED UPDATES 

Sherman County Area Watersheds Updates—The board reviewed 
the proposed Memorandum of Understanding for Fiscal Policy with 
the Watershed Council.  A motion was made by Tracy and sec-
onded by Brad to approve the MOU.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Pine Hollow/Jackknife—Amanda participated in the Redd Survey 
in Pine Hollow conducted by ODFW.  They found 6 Redds which 
is the most they have ever found in the two mile stretch that they 
survey.  They did not find any sign of feral swine in that area. 

Grass Valley Canyon—One brush clearing project is being done. 

North Sherman Watershed—There was nothing new to report. 

South Sherman Watershed—There was nothing new to report. 

BPA Projects— Jessa reported that the Lower John Day area pro-
jects are still waiting for cultural clearance.  The Technical Assis-
tance grant statement of work is nearly completed for a new annual 
contract amount of $71,796. 

Grant Updates—All monitoring and completion reports are up to 
date.  The Conservation Awareness Program funded by OWEB 
grant 210-6023 has started.  Activities for grades 5 through 10 are 
scheduled for every Wednesday in April.  Amanda has submitted a 
fund request for OWEB grant 211-6001.  The OWEB Spring Grant 
Cycle deadline is April 18th.  There were no landowner requests for 
projects this time so there is no grant application. 

OWEB Small Grants—All monitoring and completion reports are 
up to date.  Amanda presented three application for funding.  The 
first one presented was for the Lower John Day side for a grassed 
waterway.  A motion was made by Tracy and seconded by Kyle to 
fund.  Motion carried unanimously.  Next was a proposal a for a 
Wildlife Improvement project in the Lower Deschutes.  A motion 
was made by Kyle and seconded by Brad to fund.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  The last application was for an Upland Erosion Con-
trol Project.  A motion was made by Tracy and seconded by Kyle to 
fund.  Motion carried unanimously.  After funding these grant ap-
plications there is $2,974.04 left on the Lower John Day side.  The 
funding for the Lower Deschutes side is zero. 

Education Project Updates—Two Watershed Education Incentive 
Grant applications were reviewed.  Sherman County Extension 
Service requested cost share funding to replace rain gauges for the 
cooperators who have been collecting rainfall data over the years.  
A motion was made by Tracy and seconded by Kyle to approve the 
fund request.  Motion carried unanimously.  Little Wheats Day Care 
applied for funds to purchase trees for the children to plant, care 
for, and monitor growth.  A motion was made by Kyle and sec-
onded by Tracy to fund the project for a reduced rate of $50 per 
tree for a total of $250.  Motion carried unanimously.  Jessa re-
ported on the STEP project that she is coordinating with the ele-
mentary and junior/senior high schools.  There are several classes 
participating.  Amanda reported more about the Conservation 
Awareness Program that she is working on with the 5th-10th grade 
students.  They meet every Wednesday in April.  The final day will 
be Wednesday April 27th at the new Cottonwood Canyon State 
Park.  She asked board members to consider attending that day.   

Lower John Day & Lower Deschutes River Updates—ODA will 
probably ask that a Lower John Day AgWQMA meeting be planned 



OWEB GRANT UPDATES 

Just a reminder… 

 

A new Biennium starts July 1st, 2011 for 

OWEB Small Grant funds. A 75% cost share 

for projects $5,000 or less and a 50% cost 

share for projects $5,001 to $10,000. 

Get your name on the list now for Small Grant 

Projects! 

If you have larger projects that you would like 

to complete come talk to us about an OWEB 

Large Grant. 

 

If you are interested in signing up for any of 

these cost share opportunities contact the 

SWCD Office @ 541-565-3216 x 3.  
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EQIP Update 

EQIP (Environmental Incentives Program) sign 

up deadline for Fiscal Year 2012 ends December 

15, 2011.  If you have any projects that fall under 

Soil Erosion Control, Rangeland Restoration or 

Juniper Control, please call Kristie at (541)565-

3551 ext. 102 

CSP Update 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) for Fis-

cal Year 2011 funded 19 contracts.  Signup is con-

tinuous on this program much like EQIP.  Please 

contact Kristie for more information. 

 

NEW!  Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 

(WHIP) for Fiscal Year 2012 signup ends Decem-

ber 15, 2011.  The primary focus is on restoration 

of Mule Deer Habitat. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

A Friendly Reminder from the Moro 

FSA: 

  June 1st:  2011 DCP/ACRE Contract Deadline 

  June 30th:  2011 Acreage Reporting Deadline 

  July 15th:  2010 Production Deadline for 

ACRE farms.  You may use Crop Insurance form 

5030 or a similar insurance summary sheet.  If 

your farm is chosen for spot check you will have 

to submit additional records that include buyer or 

storing facility & transaction or delivery date. 

Please call the office for an appointment and ad-

ditional questions at 541-565-3551 ext. 2 

 



GGrass Valley Store served a wonderful lunch and students were given t-shirts for 

their participation.     

IIn the afternoon the 5th and 6th grade students went on a nature hike around the 

park collecting native and non-native plants to make a herbarium sheet. 

OOverall, the Conservation Awareness Program was a huge success!  The students 

were wonderful to work with and came away with more knowledge on the area in 

which they live.   

TThis program could not have been done with out the help of our partners; Oregon 

Watershed Enhancement Board, 

NRCS, Sherman County School 

District , Sherman County 

SWCD, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and Oregon 

State Parks.   

A A special thanks goes out to Liz Cranston, Hannah Kaseberg, 

Kathy Thompson, Jennifer Holycross, Jared Collins, Kristie 

Coelsch (NRCS), Brian Stradley (SWCD), Mike Moore 

(ODFW), Greg Ciannella (State Parks), and John Schmitz 

(ODFW, Oak Springs Fish Hatchery).   

Page 4 Rol l ing Thunder Review Volume 11,  Issue 1 

Conservation Awareness Program Continued... 

Thank you Jamie Wilson for designing the 
picture for the t-shirts! 

5th & 6th Graders on a plant hunt at Cottonwood Canyon State Park 

JANE HARDEN  

Jane is the new CED for Sherman County FSA.  

Jane has been here since January 2011.  She 

grew up in Maine and initially worked as man-

ager of the SWCD before working for FSA in 

2003.  Her son came to Oregon first to attend 

college.  After visiting Oregon, Jane transferred 

to the Umatilla FSA office in 2008 and worked 

there for two years.  She now lives in Moro and 

is a recent addition to the library board. 

 

 

STACY BIRD 

After four years of running track/xc and three 

Associates degrees from Mt. Hood Community 

College later, Stacy decided to come home.  

Stacy is the youngest child of Pat and Debbie 

Bird and the newest edition to the Sherman 

County FSA office.  Hired as a temp in March, 

Stacy is excited to work with farmers and learn 

from her mentors: Jane, Sheri and Patti.  Many 

of you have already stopped in to joke about 

her “chair” and admire her Seattle Mariner wall.  

She wants to say thanks for welcoming her 

back! 

PLEASE WELCOME JANE AND STACY!PLEASE WELCOME JANE AND STACY!PLEASE WELCOME JANE AND STACY!   

YYYOUROUROUR   AAADDD   CCCOULDOULDOULD   

BBBEEE   HHHEREEREERE!!!   



MEDUSAHEAD TRIALS 

TTThe SWCD along with OSU Exten-

sion will be conducting medusahead 

trials in the Fall of 2011. 

TTThe trials will help find a good treatment plan for 

medusahead throughout Sherman County.  There 

will be plots throughout the County in both range-

land and CRP fields. 

FFFor more information contact the SWCD Office at 

541-565-3216 x 3 or Extension at 541-565-3230. 
 

Odds –N– Ends 

MARCH WEATHER STATS 

Precipitation for March was 1.85” which is .89” 

above normal. 

Total precipitation for 10/11 crop year was 11.43” which is 

2.95” above normal. 

The highest temperature was 62◦ on the 10th. 

The lowest temperature was 23◦  on the 19th. 

Long time air temperature averages indicate we can expect 66◦  

and 20◦ . 

The average air temperature for the month was 40.5◦ . 

4” soil temperature ranged from 49◦  to 35◦. 
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Sherman County Experiment Station Weather Statistics 
APRIL WEATHER STATS 

Precipitation for April was 1.05” which is .26” above 

normal  

Total precipitation for 10/11 crop year was 11.43” which is 2.95” 

above normal. 

The highest air temperature was 67◦ on the 2nd.  

The lowest air temperature was 24◦ on the 12th. 

Long time air temperature averages indicate we can expect 76◦ and 

26◦. 

The average air temperature for April 2010 was 42.7◦. 

4” soil temperature ranged from 54◦ to 42◦ . 
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In June 2008 I came to Sherman County accepting the position of Watershed Coor-

dinator.  I was starting a new career, after training horses for five years, and I was 

lucky enough to do that here.  The people of Sherman County made my transition 

very easy.  Everyone welcomed me to the community with open arms.   

During my time at the SWCD I have learned so much and have been able to be in-

volved with so many great projects.  I have truly enjoyed my time working in the 

“Conservation World”.   

I want to thank the SWCD Board and staff, the Watershed Council Board, NRCS 

and FSA staff and all of the landowners that I have worked with over the last couple  

years, it has truly been a great experience!  I am looking forward to working with 

many of you in a different field of agriculture.   

Sincerely, 

Amanda Whitman 

PINE HOLLOW/JACKKNIFE WATERSHED 

AAAttention Pine Hollow/Jackknife  

landowners/operators… 

HHHugh Barrett of CSR Natural Resources Consulting 

will be working on a Juniper assessment for the Pine 
Hollow/Jackknife Watershed starting the end of 
May.  He will be assessing the current state of the 

rangeland and determining priority areas for future 
Juniper removal. 

SSSWCD staff will be contacting landowners about 

this project in the near future. 

FFFor more information call 541-565-3216 x 3.  

Watershed Coordinator Says Farwell 



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 

status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 

reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any 

public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 

program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint 

of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800)795-

3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 

and employer.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 

20 Sherman County Crop Hop, 8:00 am @ Sherman County Senior 

Center 

30 Memorial Day, Office Closed 

June 

2 Lower John Day Conservation Work Group Meeting, 9:30 am @ 

Sherman County Public Library 

7 Lower John Day Ag Water Quality Management Area Biennial Re-

view, 6:30 pm @ Sherman County Senior Center 

14 SWCD Budget Hearing, 8:00 am @ Moro Field Office 

14 SWCD Board Meeting, 8:30 am @ Moro Field Office 

July 

4 Independence Day, Office Closed 

14 County Committee Meeting @ Sherman County FSA Office, Moro 

Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors 

 

Gary Irzyk, Chairman 

Brad Eakin, Vice Chair 

Tracy Fields, Secretary 

Kyle Blagg, Treasurer 

Bill Martin, Member 

 

SWCD Staff 

 

Brian Stradley, District Manager/Technician 

Krista Coelsch, Financial Officer/Asst. Manager 

Amanda Whitman, Watershed Council Coordinator 

Jessa Irzyk, Conservation Technician 

 

NRCS Staff 

 

Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist 

Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource Conservationist 


