
Welcome 

We would like to introduce the new Fiscal Officer for 

Sherman County Soil & Water Conservation District, 

Tawnya Williams. Many of you may recognize her 

from her previous job of 20 years at Bimart. She de-

cided to try something different and a little more chal-

lenging. She is married to Noah Williams, a Sherman 

County native. He is a no-till wheat farmer and is very 

passionate about his work and conserving the land he 

works on. He is Oregon’s Conservationist of the Year, 2015. He farms in both Sherman and Was-

co County.  

Tawnya was born and raised in The Dalles, OR. She moved to Sherman County in 2004 with No-

ah on his farm in Kent. She has three grown children; Kyle, Cynthia and Samantha, whom all 

graduated from Sherman High School. Noah and Tawnya have a young son, Robert, who is at-

tending the North Sherman Preschool. He will be attending Kindergarten 2015/2016 school 

year. Noah purchased his grandparents farm in 2009 in Wasco County, and that is where they 

now reside, just outside the Sherman County border. 

 They raise pigs for the local 4H-fair kids. Tawnya loves the outdoors and appreciates seeing 

farmers trying to conserve our land and not lose what they have worked so hard to maintain, 

leaving the land for the next generation of farmers. She likes to hike, fish, and hunt and hang out 

with her family.  

Tawnya looks forward to meeting those of you she has not had the pleasure to meet yet, and to 
see those that she has. She would like to thank the board for giving her the opportunity to take on 
this position and the staff for their help in her transition to this office. Tawnya can be reached at 
the Moro office, 302 Scott Street, by phone, 541-565-3216 ext. 101, or email taw-
nya.williams@oacd.org.  
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Moving On  

I have worked for the Sherman County Soil and Water Conservation District for the past two and 
a half years, in this time I have developed relationships with many of you while collaborating on 
various projects all over the county. As I begin a new adventure in my life I would like to thank all 
of you that have participated in programs that were ran through the District, it has been a great 

learning experience and I hope for a smooth transition for everyone.  

  
Sincerely,  
Drew Messenger  

mailto:tawnya.williams@oacd.org
mailto:tawnya.williams@oacd.org


Farm Service Agency 

Odds & Ends 

 Death or incapacity of any owner or 

operator participating in FSA pro-

grams 

August 1, 2016 –    End of 2016 ARCPLC 
contract enrollment period. Enrollment 
(signing 2016 contracts) is going on 

now.         

Please contact the Sherman County FSA 
Office if you have any questions about 
FSA Farm Program eligibility, require-

ments or deadlines.    

FSA News and Deadlines— 

February 26, 2016  - Last date 
to offer land under General 
CRP Sign Up 49.   This sign up 
is for expired CRP, or expiring 
in 2016 CRP, or new of-
fers.   Please call the FSA office 

to make an appointment. 

June 30, 2016  - Final date to 
notify FSA and complete any 
changes to your farming oper-

ation. Please contact the Sherman 
County FSA office as soon as 
possible if you have ANY of the 

following: 

 Change in shares 

 Change in ownership 

 Entity changes–i.e. to or from or with-

in any partnership, LLC, corporation, 

joint venture 

 Tax ID change 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS 

The Conservation Office and its partners will be hosting 2 public Neighborhood 

Meetings for our landowners. One will be hosted on February 16th at the OSU Ex-

tension office in Moro at 2pm and the other one will be held February 17th at the 

Kent Church at 2pm. Please support your local office and we hope to see you there! 

The Rolling Thunder Page 2 

Council Meeting 

Our next Watershed Council Business Meeting will be held on February 9th @ 8am at the SWCD Office  See you all there! 

Funding 

The Watershed Council still has funding available for both large and small grants. We are here to help with your conservation 

needs. Get signed up for some financial assistance today!  

Projects 

The newest project that the Watershed Council has taken on is the Lower Grass Valley Canyon Restoration Project. This project 

partners with the SWCD and focuses on a concentrated area within the watershed to improve conservation through projects on a 

ridge top to ridge top approach. The goal of the Council and SWCD is to target all areas/watersheds of the county over time. 

This project will be moving all your way soon. Stay tuned for more information!   

Watershed Council 

Quote of the Quarter 

"There are only three things that can kill a farmer: lightning, rolling 

over in a tractor, and old age." 

- Bill Bryson 

http://quotationsbook.com/quote/14415/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/14415/


Page 3 Volume , Issue 

Experiment Weather Station 

January — 

 Total precipitation is 1.64” 

which is 0.04” above nor-

mal 

 2015-2016 Crop year 

total is 7.17” which is 

0.74” above normal 

 The highest temperature 

was 54°  on the 29th 

 The lowest temperature 

was 13°  on the 3rd  

 Long time averages indi-

cate we can expect 56° 

and 15 ° 

 The monthly average tem-

perature was 33.1° which 

is 2.1° above normal 

 4” soil temperature 

ranged from 35° to 43° 

 The average windspeed 

was 30mph which is 

0.5mph below normal 

 The windiest day was the 

1st with 146 miles record-

ed for 24 hrs 

Oregon Department of Agriculture 
as you will have to coordinate with only 
one ODA WQ specialist instead of two. 
Theresa comes to this position with 3 
years already under her belt out of the 
Bend office as the WQ Specialist for the 
upper John Day watershed, Crook, and 
Harney Basins.  I am really 
pleased that Theresa will be 
working with you. I would-
n’t want to pass my AgWQ 
Management Areas on to 

just anyone :-). 

I look forward to seeing 

you around! 

Greetings and Happy New Year to 
Sherman County! 
 
I want to let you know of some huge 
staffing changes in ODA’s Water Qual-
ity program across all of eastern Ore-
gon.  Tom Straughan retired December 
31 and I just accepted a new Bend-
based ODA position that includes 
statewide AgWQ monitoring lead, 
Eastern Oregon lead, and training WQ 
specialists.  Tom and I both started on 
the same day in September 1997; 
what a ride it has been!  It is really 
hard for me to change the relationships 

I have developed in the last 18 years, but I am 
also excited to take on some new responsibili-
ties that will build on the tremendous progress I 
have seen all over Eastern Oregon since I got 
hired. I look forward to continuing to work in 
Sherman County, just in a different capacity. 
 
Tom and I split ODA work in Sherman County, 
with me responsible for the Lower Deschutes and 
Tom for the Lower John Day.  However, WQ 

Regions have been changed. 

Theresa DeBardelaben will be responsible for 
both the Lower Deschutes and Lower John 
Day.  This will make it easier for Sherman County 

Local Advertisements 

BUSINESS OWNERS!!!! 

Are you interested in showcasing your business cards in our newsletter? Advertisements are $20 per issue 

or $75 for the year! Issues are dispersed quarterly. For those of you who previously advertised, if you  

haven’t renewed don’t get left out! Call our office today!   



1. February 9, 2016 — Watershed Council meeting—SWCD office @ 8:00am 

2. February 9,  2016 — District Board meeting—SWCD office @ 8:30am 

3. February 14, 2016 —Valentine’s Day!  

4. February 15, 2016 —Presidents Day—Office Closed 

5. February 16th,  2016 — Neighborhood Meeting—OSU Extension @ 2pm 

6. February 17th,  2016 — Neighborhood Meeting—Kent Church @ 2pm 

7. March 8th, 2016 — Watershed Council meeting—SWCD office @ 8:00am—
Date & time subject to change 

8. March 8th, 2016 — District Board meeting—SWCD office @ 8:30am—Date & 
time subject to change 

9. April 12, 2016 — Watershed Council meeting—SWCD office @ 8:00am—Date 
subject to change  

10. April  12, 2016— District Board meeting—SWCD office @ 8:30am—Date 
subject to change 

11. May 10, 2016—Watershed Council meeting—SWCD office @ 8:00am—Date 
subject to change  

12. May 10, 2016—District Board meeting—SWCD office @ 8:30am—Date subject 
to change  

Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors 

 Gary Irzyk, Chair 

 Brad Eakin, Vice Chair 

 Kyle Blagg, Treasurer 

 Jesse Stutzman, Secretary 

 Trevor Fields, Member 

SWCD Staff 

 Tawnya Williams, Financial Officer 

 Kayla von Borstel, Watershed Council Coordinator 

 Drew Messenger, Conservation Technician 

NRCS Staff 

 Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist  

 Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource Conservationist  

 Gina Vanderbush, Soil Conservationist 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 

status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibit-

ed bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave, S.W., Washington,  D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) 

or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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