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FSA would like to officially welcome their new employee Stacy Bird! 
 
“Upon doing a small stint with the FSA office last spring… I’m back!! [ Hopefully for 
good this time :-)  ] For those who don’t know,  I’m Stacy Bird, the youngest child of 
Pat and Debbie Bird, and was born and raised in good old Sherman County. 
 
After ‘trying out’ California living last winter I quickly  came back as I was missing 
country life too much. Since my return I’ve been helping dad around the farm, coach-
ing grade school volleyball and trying to stay busy.  
 
In my downtime I thoroughly enjoy following the Seattle Mariners, running outdoors, 
and gardening. 
 
I am delighted to be home and look forward to seeing you all in the office soon!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2011 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program Applications 

 The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will continue to accept SURE applications for 
2011 crop losses through June 7, 2013.  The SURE Program provides payments to pro-
ducers when crop revenues are less than the crop guarantee.  The SURE Program pay-
ment is equal to 60 percent of the difference between the SURE guarantee and total 
farm revenue. 

To determine the guarantee and revenue for the SURE Program, all crops on 
all farms for a producer are included in the calculation.  Payments under the SURE 
Program are limited to $100,000.  

To be eligible for the 2011 SURE Program, producers must have crop insurance on 
all insurable crops.  For crops that are not covered by crop insurance such as pump-
kins,  cucumbers and others, producers must have purchased Non Insured Crop Disas-
ter Assistance Program (NAP) coverage through FSA.  The Crop Insurance and NAP 
purchase requirement is waived for crops that are not economically significant to the 
farming operation.  In addition, producers must have at least one crop 
with a 10 percent production loss in the Secretarial Disaster Designation 
for the county or a 50% loss in actual crop production. 

For more information concerning the 2011 SURE program or other 
Farm Service Agency programs, contact your local FSA office or visit the 
Farm Service Agency website at www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/.   
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The Sherman County SWCD & Watershed Council participated with the National Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) for the 2012 Annual Poster Contest. The Sherman County Elementary School  represented our county by partici-
pating and drawing posters that conveyed this years conservation theme, From Soil to Spoon. We would again like to 
thank Mrs. Sheri Sharp and her students, as well as Mrs. Amy Huffman and her students for all of your hard work and 
participation in conservation awareness. The SWCD and Watershed Council awarded two students from each class (1st 
and 2nd place) with a prize. In Mrs. Sharp’s first grade class Courtney Coelsch received 1st place and Henry Poirier re-
ceived 2nd. In Mrs. Huffman’s 2nd grade class Emily Lesh received 1st and Tyler Ward-Burnett received 2nd. The 1st 
place winners of Sherman County also had the privilege of their posters being submitted 
in the Oregon Association  of Conservation Districts (OACD) state contest. Great job 
kids!  
 

FSA CONTINUED 

THE ROLLING THUNDER 

SWCD 

PAGE 2 

ODDS & ENDS 
The annual  Watershed Council meeting will be held on February 4th, 2013  - 2:00pm@ OSU Extension Of-
fice conference room where we will discuss updates and elect new council members and officers. 
 
The annual After-Hours meeting will be held February 5th, 2013 - 10:00am @ the Kent Church, and Febru-
ary 6th—3:30pm @ St. Mary’s Parish Hall—Wasco. Both of these meetings are very important and may be of great 
use to you as a landowner. We would like to see as much attendance and community support as possible. Hope to see 
you there!  

Hispanic and Women Farmer and Rancher Claims Period 

USDA has announced that Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination by 
the USDA in past decades can file claims between Sept. 24, 2012 and March 25, 2013. 
The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each Hispanic or female farmer and rancher 
who can prove that USDA denied their applications for loan or loan servicing assistance for discrimi-
natory reasons for certain time periods between 1981 and 2000.  
 

As announced in February 2011, the voluntary claims process will make available at least $1.33 billion for cash 
awards and tax relief payments, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and women farmers and 
ranchers. There are no filing fees to participate in the program.  

USDA will continue reaching out to potential Hispanic and female claimants, around the country to get the word out 
to individuals who may be eligible for this program so they have the opportunity to participate.  

Claimants can obtain a claims package in the mail by calling 1-888-509-4429  or visiting the website  
www.farmerclaims.gov . and the claims package will be mailed to claimants. Public meetings are also being help in 

many areas to share further information.  Contact your nearest FSA office to get a schedule in your area. 
Website: www.farmerclaims.gov  
Phone: 1-888-508-4429  
Claims Period: Sept. 24, 2012 - March 25, 2013.  

An independent third-party administrator will administer the claims process and adjudicate the claims. There are 
no filing fees to participate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the claims process, but claimants may retain an 
attorney or other legal services provider. The USDA news release provides more background: 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2012/09/0309.xml&contentidonly=true 
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EQIP-(Environmental Quality Incentives Program) 
NRCS has selected two areas to focus our efforts for Fiscal Year 2013. 
The first opportunity is to reshape terraces on 0-7% slopes to make them more farmable for the lar-
ger equipment.  To be eligible, your terraces must be 10 years or older and be on a 0-7% slope.  
Please contact our office if you have questions on slopes on your project area. 

 
The second opportunity is within 2 miles of the river corridors to treat noxious weeds.  There are many efforts to treat 
acres with Skeletonweed, Yellowstar Thistle, Scotch Thistle and Knapweed and NRCS would like to provide technical and 
financial assistance to treat these areas. 
 
Signup Deadline is February 15, 2012.  Please call Kristie Coelsch at 541-565-3551 ext. 102 for more 
information on EQIP. 
 

CSP-(Conservation Stewardship Program) 
Signup for CSP is ongoing so if you haven’t had a chance to sign up, please contact Kristie Coelsch for an 
application.  

ODA 
Affordable streamside improvements: a win-win for producers and the environment 
 
Farmers and ranchers value clean water and healthy natural resources but may think they can’t afford to improve their 
streamside areas in order to help protect Oregon’s water quality. However, improving streamside vegetation (aka ripar-
ian vegetation) can be simple, inexpensive, and only take a little bit of land. 
 
Healthy streamsides are an important part of achieving the clean water that supports Oregon’s diverse agricultural pro-
duction and other natural resource uses. Oregon law requires farmers and ranchers to allow streamside vegetation to 
establish to help provide clean water.  
 
Some streamside areas can be improved by pulling back cropping or changing grazing management in order to let vege-
tation establish naturally. These “passive” approaches to restoration can be a relatively quick and cost-effective way to 
restore a streamside area. 
 
Many producers have improved the streamside areas on their own, but technical and financial help is available. The local 
Soil Water Conservation District (SWCD), Watershed Council, or Oregon State University (OSU) Extension agent can 
provide assistance developing and implementing a plan. Financial assistance, cost-share, and grants are available 
through a variety of programs to help make these plans become a reality. The Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
(OWEB) is a state agency that offers a variety of grant programs to help Oregonians take care of local streams, rivers, 
wetlands, and natural areas.  

A popular funding source is the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), a voluntary land retirement pro-
gram that helps agricultural producers protect streamside areas and wetlands.  
 
"The cost-share provided by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and OWEB provides the major portion of the cost of restora-
tion and, along with additional incentives, may cover all costs," says Lois Loop, from the Oregon FSA state office. Loop 
also points out that participants in the CREP program also receive an annual rental payment loosely based on the pro-
ductivity of the acreage that has been taken out of production. “CREP is a good fit for a majority of locations where there 

is a degraded streamside or an area that has been annually tilled right up to the stream bank,” she ex-
plains. As of July 2012, Oregon CREP had more than 40,000 acres enrolled under 1,607 individual 
contracts located in 34 of the 36 counties.  
Improving streamsides can also be a relatively low-cost way to address problems that can be  
expensive for farmers.  
“By making improvements to your streamside areas, farmers and ranchers could protect  
water quality by stabilizing the streambank, filtering nutrients and pollution, trapping  
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sediment, and slowing the heating of stream water,” says Ken Diebel, CREP technician with  
the Baker SWCD. “In addition to protecting water quality, high quality streamside areas 
 protect valuable farmland by preventing erosion. “ 
 
Still not convinced to take the first step toward improving your streamside area? All the 
potential benefits can outweigh the cost. Diebel points out that streamside areas can pro-
vide high quality forage. So with proper grazing management, livestock producers can im-
prove animal health and weight gain.  
 
“OSU ag economists have found that cross fencing to facilitate rotational grazing, providing off-stream water, strategic 
placement of salt, and herding to benefit streamside areas can pay for themselves because calves gain more weight and 
cows are healthier and easier to take care of during the winter months,” he explains. “Additionally, healthy vegetation can 
bind soil in its roots to help prevent streambank erosion and healthy vegetation can also reduce weeds on your land.”  
 
Oregonians value the many benefits that healthy streamside vegetation provides to water quality. Streamsides can also 
add value to an ag operation and the benefits of improving streamside areas may outweigh the costs. “Having a healthy 
riparian area can go a long way to having a sustainable and economically viable farming or ranching operation,” says  
Diebel. “You can have your trees, fish, and farming too!”  
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October: 
 Total precipitation for October is 1.65” which is 

0.71’ above normal 
 
 The crop year total is 1.65” which is 0.19’ above 

normal 
 
 The highest temperature was 84° on the 2nd. 
 
 The lowest temperature was 27° on the 3rd 
 
 Long time averages indicate we can expect 77° 

and 26° 
 
 The monthly average temperature is 49.9° 

which is normal 
 
 4” soil temperature ranged from 75° to 44° 
 
 The average wind speed was 2.5 mph which is 

0.6 below normal 
 
 The windiest day was the 17th with 167 miles of 

wind in 24 hours 
 
 Total monthly evaporation was 4.17” which is 

0.51” above normal 

EXPERIMENT WEATHER STATION 

November: 

 Total precipitation was 1.91” which is 0.24” 
above normal 

 The crop year total is 3.56” which is 0.43’ above 
normal 

 The highest temperature was 67° F on the 7th 

 The lowest temperature was 24° F on the 26th 

 Long time averages indicate we can expect 62 
and 17 degrees 

 The monthly average temperature was 41.4° F 
which is 2.4° F above normal 

 4” soil temperature ranged from 59 to 38 de-
grees 

 The average wind speed was 2.5 mph which is 
0.6 below normal 

 The windiest day was on the 7th with 146 miles 
of wind in 24 hours 

 Evaporation is not recorded between November 
and March 
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QUOTE OF THE QUARTER 

“[Farmers] I see upon their noble brows the seal of the Lord, for they were born kings of 
the Earth far more truly than those who possess it only from having bought it.” 

 
~ George Sand 

LOCAL ADVERTISEMENTS   

BUSINESS OWNERS!!!! 
 
Are you interested in showcasing your business cards in our newsletter? Advertisements are $20 per issue 

or $75 for the year! Issues are dispersed quarterly. For those of you who previously advertised, if you  
haven’t renewed don’t get left out! Call our office today!   

 
Please contact Sherman County’s Watershed Coordinator Kayla Alberti if you wish to be included.  

(541) 565-3216 x 109 or Kayla.Alberti@or.nacdnet.net 



~ Calendar Of Events ~ ~ Board & Staff ~ 
 
Sherman County SWCD Board of Directors 
 Tracy Fields, Chair 
 Bill Martin, Vice Chair 
 Kyle Blagg, Treasurer 
 Brad Eakin, Secretary 
 Gary Irzyk, Member 
 
SWCD Staff 
 Brian Stradley, District Manager  
 Krista Coelsch, Assistant Manager 
 Kayla Alberti, Watershed Council Coordinator 
 Jake Calvert, Conservation Technician 
 
NRCS Staff 
 Kristie Coelsch, District Conservationist  
 Mary Beth Smith, Basin Resource Conservationist  

We’re on the web! Don’t forget to check us out @ 
www.shermancountyswcd.com 

The Rolling Thunder 
Issue 01, Winter 2013 
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1. January 21, 2013—Martin Luther King Jr. Day—Office 

Closed 
2. February 12, 2013—Board meeting to be held @ the 

SWCD office @ 8:30am 
3. February 12, 2013—Annual Meeting @ County Fair-

grounds @12:00pm 
4. February 14, 2013—Valentine’s Day!  
5. February 15, 2013—EQIP sign up deadline 
6. February 18, 2013—George Washington’s Birthday—

Office Closed 
7. February 4th, 2013—Watershed Council meeting @ OSU 

Extension Conference Room @ 2:00pm 
8. February 5th, 2013—Afterhours meeting—Kent Church @ 

10:00 am 
9. February 6th, 2013—Afterhours meeting—St. Mary’s Par-

ish Hall—Wasco @ 3:30 pm 
10. March 12, 2013—Board meeting to be held @ the SWCD 

office—Date subject to change 
11. April 9, 2013—Board meeting to be held @ the SWCD 

office—Date subject to change  
12. May 27th, 2013—Memorial Day—Office Closed 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave, S.W., Washington,  D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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